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BY BILL LEIGH
ika to go against the gran? Try stepping
cnstage with a BassLab STO, | di¢, and the
inatrumant's radical design inssired all sons
of stranga kaks and bandmate commants

ot & furk gig. With its long, curved homs and bal-

Hoeplinger, 8 Garman musiclan, physicsl, and for-
mer pzoustics conautant, basas his

transtor into the instrument Body.
With the STO, He man goals waera

visugl aesthatic suagests strange
sconce and & ccld, matalic future,
the musical resull tends more

toward a rootsy, acouslic sound,
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with some distinctve charactanstics.

Hoepfinger placed the BassLab's strap buttons
I a position that encowrages the hoadioss neck to
hang mora vertically, sllowing tha fretting-hand wrist
to be straighter. The curvad boady farmes an oasy
armrest for the plucking hand. Acditional gig-
worthy elemonts include Ight weight and casy

looning body Bouts, the BassLab STD trdy locks balanca, o passve/active saiteh, and guick-chango holow compasite

lixe no cthar bass—bit it's also bult Ike No other. pattary compartment—though | found the plastic Optlons: Left-handed (no
Constructes of moded compotite, the STD Is compartmont teugh 1o open without tools. Three charge); choice of lwo

a ore-pieca instrumant that's complately neliow, pickups and sweepable mid EQ promise sonlc humbucking pickups of

even atong the length of tho neck, Halko varsatiity, and the curved placement of the five three stacked hunbuck-

knoba moke themn easy (o reach,

hollow composite Basslab designs  [SEEEIREISRCIIE Breaking The Mold grated thumarast (S50),
on the Idea that weing accusticaly RIS R TL Whie familarizing rysed with the ramp between plckups
tunad synthetic matanials maximizes STD's rich acoustic quaities bafcra (380); small coametic
bath resonance and string-onargy  RECEIIUSTTHEE L LS L LA pluggng In, | realized the unusual haadsiock (S50)

loaks and taipiece tunars weren't
the onty aspects that would take

| 10 enhance clarfty, sustain, and 1re- ssessces getting usad to. First. there's the List price: 32,625
quency respanso while proviing (LI ultrg-flat fingerboard and neck, (52,875 as 1estag)
good accustic and ergonomic Gual- whose reliaf can't be adjusted Snce Gig bag: Included
ities, Though tha STD's resultng there's no trussrod. {(Basslad Warranty:

notes that russrods are now a part
of the produclion precess, but can
oo omitted if the customer
choosas.) Forunately, slring-height

body alss maximizes
energy ransier [rom the
string, aloaing for bass-
body rescnance to play &
graataer par in fane genara-
tian.

Scale length: 24"
Weight: 7 Ibs, 12 02
Body & neck: One-piace

ars (nNo charge); 2coustic
souncholes (S50 inta-

Made in: Gemany
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